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From the Minister:

“Eats Shoots, and Leaves”
I recently dug out a book which was promoted in the bookshops as a Christmas ‘must buy’ several years ago. I regret to say that the book has sat largely unread on my bookshelf as I suspect it has for many others who bought it or were given it as a present. This is hardly surprising for a book about the lost art of punctuation. However those who, as I have now done, look more carefully, will find it illustrates the often hilarious results when people get punctuation wrong.

Even if you haven’t read Lynne Truss’s book, you may well have heard the story which gives the book its title….

A panda walks into a café, orders a sandwich, eats it, fires his gun into the air and then walks out again. The panda is intercepted by a confused waiter who demands to know the reason for such strange behaviour. The panda produces a badly punctuated wild-life dictionary, tosses it to the waiter and says: “I’m a panda. Look it up.”

The waiter turns to the relevant entry and there, sure enough, is the explanation. The entry read: “Panda…. Eats, shoots and leaves”.

That comma made all the difference! No wonder a group of St Petersburg printers went on strike in 1905 demanding to be paid the same rate for punctuation marks as for letters.

Voices crying in the wilderness?

As the book points out, the placing of a comma often had huge consequences for the Church in the formulation of creeds and beliefs. The same has been true for our understanding of scripture. Hebrew, in common with many ancient languages, has no punctuation whatsoever. This has inevitably introduced a certain amount of guess-work into our English translations of some of the most often quoted verses of the Old Testament. 

For instance the much-loved Advent reading, Isaiah 40, has been the subject of much discussion amongst students and translators of the Bible. Should the opening be translated as Comfort my people or should it have a comma to read Comfort, my people?

Should verse 3 be rendered as A voice calling in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord” or should it read A voice calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.”?

Lynne Truss’s book, besides giving me many a laugh has also given me much to think about. She may seem to be a “voice calling in the wilderness”, but this doesn’t mean she is wrong in advocating the careful use of language and punctuation. Most of us know from bitter     personal experience the misunderstandings that can arise from text messages and e mails in this day of instant communication. We may get the words, but so often we totally miss the intended meaning.

It may seem to Christians that we too are often voices crying in the wilderness of our times. Even if people don’t want to listen, it doesn’t mean our message is wrong.

In a world full of misunderstanding, it’s not only the well-placed comma that can make a world of a difference. Well-placed Christians who are careful about their own use of language and who take time to think about what others are saying to them can make a world of a difference too.

The world would be a far safer, happier place if we could all learn to say only what we mean and mean exactly what we say.

Christianity isn’t just about words. It’s about meaning. It’s about the Word.

I am aware that some of you will be carefully checking what I have written above for errors in punctuation! Whatever, I trust there will be no error in communication when I express the hope that you will all have a really meaningful Christmas and a truly blessed New Year.
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CHRISTMAS PRAYERS

Lord, our Emmanuel, may we be deeply aware of the music and words of our worship this Christmas as we join with the heavenly hosts in the presence of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and King.  Help us to experience anew the wonder of Christmas and to marvel at the love you have for each one of us.   Amen.

Remember at this family season, children who are living in very difficult situations caused through wars, poverty or disease, especially let us think of those in Belarus who receive our shoeboxes, pray that during this Christmas time they may know and feel the love of Jesus reaching out to them.
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Thank you Lord for every household that provides security and nurture to family members.  Please help those facing particularly difficult issues at this time, in Christ’s name.   Amen

Rejoice with young folks experiencing their first Christmas together and Mums and Dads with a new baby.    Ask God to especially bless them.

Bring before God friends known to you who find this time of year difficult.  Ask God to grant peace to those living with challenging circumstances, painful memories and the prospect of the future without a loved one.

Remember folks now living in care pray that God will calm their fears and anxieties.
Bring before God all our young folks, those in our families, our neighbourhood and our Church family.  Pray that in these difficult times they may seek to follow Jesus while they are young.   Ask God that we with the help of the Holy Spirit may be able to pass on the Good News of the Gospel to younger generations.

As we get caught up with all the busyness of Christmas let us never forget to pray for the many peoples of the world and in our own country who are living in difficult situations  –let’s pray through the news daily – bring them to God – He will hear and He will answer.

Don’t forget our politicians – no matter what party – they need our prayers.

Pray for each service held to celebrate Christmas and honour Jesus Christ that the Good News of the Emmanuel – “God with us” will ring out in our community and nation
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Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m.     All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

11.00 a.m.    Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
  6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
    


(Resumes 27th September)

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group

                                       (every 2nd Tuesday)

7.30 p.m.
Bible Study


(As advertised)



Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 
 - 7:45p.m
  {Anchor boys and Junior Section


   
  {Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 


(Meets every 2nd week Sept-June)



MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








Boys Brigade Christmas


Card Delivery Service


        The post box for Christmas cards will be in the Church vestibule after all services and will be collected from the box on 6th & 13th December.





Each card costs 20p for deliveries


within Cockenzie and Port Seton ONLY. Please ensure you DON’T


add all your posting!!








The next meeting of the 


Candle Coffee Club will be on 


Thursday 17th December. 


Meeting at 10a.m. in Longniddry Inn.


This will be a Christmas Special followed by a Lunch


All Welcome





Deadline 14th December














"TEEN PROJECT"


As mentioned in the last newsletter the Youth Leaders and some of the young people have transformed the downstairs area into a bright, cheerful and welcoming drop-in cafe area for the young people.





We look forward to the "grand opening" on Sunday 6th December if all goes well.  It will run on Sunday evenings from 7.30pm-9pm.





It will be a space where young people (S1-S6 ages) can come to chat, sing, play instruments, get to know each other, and relax.





We would ask that people pray for this new venture as we feel that this is the way forward that God has led us to.  Through singing and music, and getting to know the young people, we hope to introduce them to the Church and help them understand what believing in Jesus actually means.





We would again appeal for anyone who can donate any musical instruments - in good condition - to speak to Pamela Zenati or David Cooper.








Congregational Christmas Family Lunch





This will be served after


the Family Service on


Sunday 20th December in the hall.


Tickets available in the Hall


from 6th December





£3adults / children free with an adult.








2010


Sunday 3rd January 


(N.B. No 10.15 a.m. Service this Sunday) 


11.00 a.m. Service for the First Sunday of the Year. 				        Rev Bob GLOVER





Sunday 10th January


(N.B. No 10.15 a.m. Service this Sunday) 


11.00 am Presbytery of Lothian “Souper Sunday”


 in conjunction with The Church of Scotland’s HIV/AIDS Project Elders’ Service 


(Followed by a Fund-Raising Lunch in the Hall)





Sunday 17th January


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Nicola BRUCE


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Duncan MORGAN with Nicola BRUCE





Sunday 24th January 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev Bob GLOVER 








Christmas Services


 Sunday 20th December   


11.00 a.m. Family Service 


	with presentation by the Sunday School.  


Followed by CONGREGATIONAL


 CHRISTMAS LUNCH


6.15p.m. Christmas Music and Meditation with the Choir





Thursday 24th December (Christmas Eve)	


6.00 – 7.00p.m. Family Carol Service –


'Come when you can - Leave when you must'   





11.30 p.m. Watchnight Service			  		


Friday 25th December (Christmas Day)	


	11.00 a.m. Short Family Service 





Sunday 27th December


 (N.B. No 10.15 a.m. Service this Sunday)


11.00 a.m. Service for the Last Sunday of the Year. 


				    Rev Bob GLOVER





	











Thanks


Alison McNeish & family would like to thank the Church for the flowers received recently; the family appreciate the love and thoughtfulness shown.





Sheila, James & family wish to thank everyone for the kindness shown after the death of their mum Peggy Johnston. Thanks also for the cards and flowers received and to Rev Bob Glover for his comforting service. Thanks to the ladies of the Guild for the hospitality. Mum would have been very proud and will be sadly missed by everyone. The collection for Cancer Research raised £297.60





“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” Luke 1 v.47











Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON      (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from Saturday 28th Nov until Saturday 5th Dec.














HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend the forthcoming morning communion and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 31st January are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance or to telephone the Minister. 
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Funerals


On 30th October      Mrs Agnes JOHNSTONE, 


				 36 Castle Terrace 


On 3rd November    William THOMSON,  


		                         71 Thomson Crescent








MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover, Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road, Port Seton 


Tel: 812481 E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)











There will be a Christmas Special in aid of C.H.A.S. This will be on WEDNESDAY 2nd DECEMBER 10.30am – 2.30pm. There will be tea, coffee & mince pies plus soup over lunchtime. There will be home baking, gifts and cards on sale and a silent auction. Donations appreciated, for more information please speak to Sandra Donaldson. 














Sunday 6th December (2nd in ADVENT)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. 


				Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Ian BULLOCH





Sunday 13th December (3rd in ADVENT)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. 


				       David COOPER


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 


				    Rev Bob GLOVER














Services for the Christmas Season – 


See Details on Page 2


Retiring Offerings for 


CHRISTIAN AID


at the Christmas Services























		Sunday 20th December - Christmas presentation by the Sunday School at the 11.00am service. Our annual Christmas party will be held on Saturday 19th December. Sunday school children will be given more information about this amazing event nearer the time!  Santa has already been given his invitation!





All proceeds from Caring Christmas Trees in Edinburgh support Bethany Christian Trust’s Care Shelter








OUR WORSHIP





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 24th January 2010


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 10th January


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


Or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch











